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of the mass, with, the exception of the chanting of the Gospel. "In the holy Roman Church," said Gregory, "a very reprehensible custom has for some time existed, namely, that certain singers are selected for the ministry of the altar, who, being ordained deacons, devote themselves to singing, instead of to their proper duties of preaching and almsgiving. The result frequently is thatVhtte search is made for a good voice, no care is taken to provide that the life shall be such as harmonizes with the holy ministry. And so the singer enrages God by his conduct, while he delights the people with his accents." It was accordingly ordered that the deacons should in future abstain from singing. The Gospel in the mass alone must be chanted by them, the psalms and other musical portions of the service being left to the subdeacons and lower clergy.1
The second decree referred to the personal attendants of the Pope. "In times of neglect a shameful custom has become established, namely, that lay servants should wait upon the Pontiffs of this See, even in the privacy of their chambers. And whereas the life of a bishop ought always to serve as an example to his disciples, the clergy generally know nothing of his private life, which, however, is known to his lay servants.3' It was therefore decreed " that certain persons shall be selected from among the clergy or the monks to attend upon the Pontiff in his bedchamber, so that the life of the ruler may be witnessed in all its privacy by men who can take example and profit from what they see/'
The third ordained that the rectors of the Patrimony of the Church should on no pretext fix " titles "2 or notices proclaiming ownership, on estates which they imagined to belong to the Church. The claims of the Church must be supported not by violence, but by justice. Further, any bishop who ordered such " titles " to be affixed, or neglected to punish those who affixed them without authorization, would do so in future at his peril.
The fourth decree suppressed a curious Roman custom. <c Whereas the faithful venerate us, unworthy though we be, with the reverence due to the blessed Apostle Peter, we ought
1  See below, p. 276.
2  For " tituli," see Greg. Epp. i. 39a, 63; v. 38.    " Tabulae ligneae vel lapideae in limite agri constitutae et nominibus possessorum ornatae fuisse videntur tituli" (Ewald).
